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MEETING SUMMARY

In attendance - 19 participants: UCCE-Marin, USDA FS Forest Health Protection, Kashia Band of Pomo Indians, Cahto Tribe of Laytonville Rancheria, Western IPM Center, USDA-FS Pacific Southwest Research Station, USDA APHIS, US EPA Region 9, Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians, California Forest Pest Council, California Department of Food and Agriculture, California Department of Pesticide Regulation, Sherwood Band of Pomo Indians, Cal-Fire, Santa Rosa Junior College Student

See power point presentations and agenda posted at the Western Region Tribal Integrated Pest Management Work Group website. 

Tribal Forest Health Needs Assessment. All participants were asked to participate in a written survey to gauge needs in tribal forest health and pest management issues. The results will be used to guide future work group activities.  For more details, contact Janice Alexander (jalexander@ucanr.edu).

Overview of current and future wildland pests of the Northern California Coast

Current Insects and Pathogens in Coastal Forests
· Armillaria root disease
· Pitch canker, Fusarium circinatum
· Bear damage 
· Western gall rust, Endocronartium harknessii
· Leafy mistletoe, Phoradendron spp.
· Oak moth, Phryganidia californica 
· Oak gall wasp, Andricus californicus
· Willow rust, Melampsora spp.
· Abiotic problems, such as, hail and sunburn
· Sudden oak death, Phytophthora ramorum

See resources concerning sudden oak death for plant gatherers at http://www.suddenoakdeath.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/A-Guide-For-Plant-Gatherers-Simple-Precautions-to-Prevent-the-Spread-of-Sudden-Oak-Death1.pdf

Other Forest Pest Concerns on the Horizon 
Threats include: 
· Gold Spotted Oak Borer, Agrilus auroguttatus;
· Laurel wilt caused by the Redbay ambrosia beetle (Xyleborus glabratus) and the fungus, Raffaelea lauricola;
· Thousand cankers caused by walnut twig beetle (Pityophthorus juglandis) and a fungus, Geosmithia morbida; 
· Polyphagous Shothole Borer, caused by an ambrosia beetle (Euwallacea sp.) and a fungus (Fusarium sp.)
· Brown marmorated stink bug, Halyomorpha halys. 

Additional questions and answers on sudden oak death and other topics are posted at the Western Region Tribal Integrated Pest Management Work Group website http://www.wrpmc.ucdavis.edu/TribalIPMworkgroup.html.  

USDA Forest Service, Forest Health Protection Funding for Tribal Forest Health

USDA forest Service, Forest Health Protection in cooperation with the Bureau of Indian Affairs provides funding to manage forest pests on tribal lands.  For more information contact Sheri Smith, Regional Entomologist, USDA Forest Service, State and Private Forestry, Forest Health Protection at ssmith11@fs.fed.us or 530-252-6667.

Future Direction 

Topics discussed include: 
· Weed control for Arundo, fescue, mint – star thistle; eucalyptus; 
· Mistletoe in Mendocino County; 
· Need for weed identification assistance: 
· Would like a guide for identifying an invasive plant. Most guides are not tribal focused and field friendly. 
· It’s hard to distinguish between invasive and native with the guides that are already published. What about a tool kit? 
· Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians Environmental Department is interested in developing a tool kit and submitting a proposal to WRIPM but needs assistance.
· UCCE & County Agricultural Departments and CDFA can assist in identification  
· Paul Ryan at Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) has invasive aquatic weeds background.
· DPR could assist with historical use of pesticides data, including those used on water.
· CDFA has a weed scientist who can help in this project.
· Data collection should show location by zip code to protect privacy.
· County Ag Commissioners and DPR can assist with pesticide drift concerns

Training and Communication –
Who/what is the best way to distribute information?
· Local Tribal Newsletters;
· State & Nationwide tribal newsletters, i.e. Native California News and Indian Country Today (expensive);
· Send notice to the Western Region Tribal IPM Work Group and Marcy Katzin at EPA (Katzin.marcy@epa.gov) who can distribute announcements more widely throughout the tribes.;
· Sonoma State Anthropology Department;
· Tribal functions, i.e. Health Fairs, Earth Day events, etc;
· Sensitivity training for agencies;
· Word exchange – to assist with understanding terminology;
· Traditional Ecological Knowledge policies – work with agencies – State & Federal
· Historical Pesticide Use for areas – DPR has some information; contact Cliff Smith, csmith@cdpr.ca.gov, for use reporting that is known. There is also a grant available – contact Cliff.
· Chemical residue testing – David Pegos noted CDFA has labs that will test samples. Samples do not have to be from a food product.

Cahto Tribe of Laytonville Rancheria
· Noticed die off of alders and Oregon ash is moving in next to the creeks.
· Susan Frankel asked for pictures and suggested contacting Pete Angwin or Cynthia Synder, Forest Service, Redding to do a forest health evaluation.
· Noted that Point Reyes had a die off of alders not long ago.
· Die off may be due to water level changes.

Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians
· Need to survey to determine invasive species on tribal lands.
· Concerns with erosion occurring along the Russian River where it has shifted course.
· Suggested to contact USGS for data. 
· Concerns about species diversity in riparian zones.

Sherwood Band of Pomo Indians/Noyo Indian Community
· Concerned about creek shifts and erosion. Also suggested to contact USGS.
· Also asked to document change in plants to follow the symptoms: healthy to semi-healthy to dead. This can aid in understanding cause of damage.

Other items for future discussion:
· Data on forest condition before and after fire treatments;
· Tour of tribal lands to see some of these issues;
· Write a publication on the Kashia experience with P. ramorum; and,
· Sonoma State University has the state archeological records for anthropological studies.



Note Card Questions
The Work Group is working on the answers to the questions below and will post them on the Western Region Tribal IPM Work Group page at:  http://www.wrpmc.ucdavis.edu/TribalIPMworkgroup.html.

· How many acres are currently affected by Sudden Oak Death?

· How is a native pest dealt with versus a non-native pest?

· Is the pH preference of SOD a possible reason it is not found on fruits? Is that information something that may be used to control the spread/infection?


Next Steps:  There is an interest from tribes in:
· Creating an online field guide for invasive weeds oriented to the needs of tribal members- Emily will apply for funding with several others in the group to create this.
· Distribute more information to tribes from US, State and local agencies about resources available for tribes through the EPA Environmental Officer Liaisons and the Western Region Tribal IPM Work Group.
· Conduct Cultural Sensitivity training with agencies
· Work with agencies to incorporate more TEK in plant health and land management practices and policies.
· Obtain assistance in identifying the cause of die off of Oregon Ash and alders
· Conduct surveys on species diversity, invasive species and erosion on tribal lands.
· Conduct tours for agencies to learn more about tribal land practices and management.
· Write an article on lessons learned in Forest Health using recent practices as well and TEK.  Kashia experience with P. ramorum could be a case study.
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