
	
	
	
	
23	May	2017	
	
	
Office	of	Pesticide	Programs	
Environmental	Protection	Agency	
1200	Pennsylvania	Ave	NW.	
Washington,	DC	20460-0001	
	
RE:	EPA-HQ-OPP-2015-0676	
	
	
This	comment	is	being	provided	by	the	Western	Integrated	Pest	Management	Center	and	the	Western	
Region	IR-4	Program	in	response	to	the	docket	on	new	uses	for	ethaboxam	–	EPA-HQ-OPP-2015-0676.		
	
The	Western	Integrated	Pest	Management	Center	works	alongside	researchers	and	extension	educators	
in	the	Western	United	States	to	promote	the	development,	adoption,	and	evaluation	of	integrated	pest	
management	to	solve	pest	problems.	We	gather	comments	from	a	network	of	sources	throughout	the	
West	to	provide	federal	agencies	with	expert-written	reports	that	assist	the	agencies	in	decision-making.	
Our	comment	coordinators	are	associated	with	the	University	of	California	Statewide	Integrated	Pest	
Management	Program,	the	Oregon	State	University	Integrated	Plant	Protection	Center,	the	University	of	
Arizona	Pest	Management	Center	and	the	University	of	Hawaii	Plant	and	Environmental	Protection	
Sciences	Department.		
	
The	IR-4	program	is	a	USDA	NIFA	granted	program	whose	mission	is	to	facilitate	registration	of	
sustainable	pest	management	technology	for	Specialty	Crops	and	Minor	Uses.	The	IR-4	program	is	made	
up	of	four	regional	centers,	The	Environmental	Toxicology	Department	at	the	University	of	California,	
Davis	houses	the	Western	Region	IR-4	Program.	
	
Integrated	pest	management	is	a	science-based,	ecosystem	level	approach	to	pest	management	using	
the	most	economical	and	environmentally	responsible	means	possible.	The	Western	IPM	Center	and	the	
Western	Region	IR-4	Program	work	together	to	identify	the	level	of	fit	for	new	uses	within	an	integrated	
pest	management	program.			
	
The	proposed	uses	under	EPA-HQ-OPP-2015-0676	are	based	upon	previous	work	from	the	National	IR-4	
program	(Appendix	A,	pages	1-11).	Of	these,	we	anticipate	eventual	use	of	ethaboxam	in	pepper	in	New	
Mexico	where	the	fungicide	would	be	used	to	control	Phytophthora	root	rot	(P.	capsici)	which	can	kill	up	
to	80%	of	a	crop	within	weeks.	We	also	anticipate	eventual	use	of	ethaboxam	in	Western	greenhouse	
cucumber	production	to	control	downy	mildew.		
	
Based	on	current	IR-4	Food	Use	Requests	(Appendix	A,	pages	11-15),	the	we	anticipate	that	there	will	be	
future	requests	for	use	of	ethaboxam	in	several	crops	that	are	important	to	the	Western	United	States.	
Below	is	a	list	of	the	current	Western	Region	IR-4	trials	that	include	ethaboxam:		
	



Commodity	(Crop	Group)	 Pathogen	
Requesting	
State(s)	

Greens	(Mustard)	(04-16B=Brassica	Leafy	
Greens	Subgroup)	

Downy	mildew,	Pythium	 Oregon	

Broccoli	(05-16=Brassica	Head	and	Stem	
Vegetable	Group)	

Peronospora	parasitica,	
Downy	mildew	

Arizona,	Oregon	

Cabbage	(05-16=Brassica	Head	and	Stem	
Vegetable	Group)	

Peronospora	parasitica,	
Downy	mildew,	Pythium	

Arizona,	Oregon	

Pea	(Dry)	(06C-Dried	Shelled	Pea/Bean	
(except	Soybean)	Subgroup)	

Aphanomyces	 Idaho,	North	
Dakota,	Montana	

	
Please	contact	us	if	further	information	is	needed.		
	
Sincerely,		
	
	
	
Amanda	Crump		 	 	 	 	 Rebecca	(Becky)	Sisco	
Director	 	 	 	 	 	 Regional	Field	Coordinator	
Western	IPM	Center	 	 	 	 	 Western	Region	IR-4	Program	
530-750-1271	 	 	 	 	 	 530-752-7634	
acrump@ucanr.edu	 	 	 	 	 rsisco@ucdavis.edu		
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